Quotes

 

Teachers:

“As far as I’m concerned it’s the best innovation that education has had in the 26 years that I’ve been teaching in terms of the ability to bring people together and a social kind of context where people can develop relationships and get along with each other.” Phil Branch, The Wavell School, Hampshire

“The kids get so motivated by the day, they just love it. As they go through the years and reach GCSE level you actually see their performance skills develop and come through in their work. Standards increase and grades increase so it’s fantastic for the school.” Laura Kidman, Cavendish School, Eastbourne

“Rock Challenge is a perfect drug prevention method because it gives the children something that they can do rather than telling them something that they can’t do. We don’t have to preach at the students to be healthy because being in Rock Challenge is something they want to do. When I started Rock Challenge at our school I was a head of year and now I am principal of our school and I really do believe from a professional point of view that my involvement with Rock Challenge has helped my career progression enormously.” Gillian McCartney, Ballee Community High School, Ballymena

“For us to actually sit and work closely with the kids and see how they can start from something small at the beginning of term and for it to grow into the final product that they show on stage in front of hundreds of people, just to see that in itself for a teacher is just tremendous. It’s fantastic.” Barry Gartland, Torry Academy, Aberdeen

“The whole school sees the benefit of it because now more than ever the schools are accountable for everything that they do and it’s amazing how Rock Challenge really does satisfy a lot of the government's criteria regarding ‘Every Child Matters’ and business matters. Our school does it completely extracurricular but even so it is a great support for their education.” Alison Neasom, Wildern School, Hampshire

“Our children all have special needs to varying degrees, from Autism to Down’s Syndrome right through to lots of other complex needs and for our children, this is quite literally life changing. It’s a chance for them to experience something which in a large mainstream school may be more commonplace but for us it’s our annual opportunity to just be our best on stage.” Jayne Robb, Ambergate School, Lincolnshire

“The Rock Challenge should be a part of the school curriculum. It’s a pity it isn’t because it’s a cross-curricular exercise for the kids. It’s based on experiential learning which means an awful lot in teaching because it means the kids are learning in the best way possible: by doing. The benefits for the kids are enormous and it rightly fits in the school context.” Maire O’Higgins, Larkin Community College, Dublin

“I have an excellent relationship with the kids because of Rock Challenge. I get to see them on a more informal basis, we get to have fun together and mess around but there is no pressure or hidden agenda. Everyone is working towards the same goal.” Jamiel Gibbs, Kesteven and Grantham Girls’ School, Lincolnshire

“Rock Challenge allows us to raise the profile of dance and drama in our school so that our students that have talent in performance and expressive arts are able to break stereotypes and get to use their talent to be their best rather than feeling they would be ridiculed for it and then all you see is them growing in confidence, their leadership skills grow, the friendships become tighter and they become stronger people.” Stacey Shepherd-Williams, Ravens Wood School, Kent

“The area our school is based is the second worst socially deprived area in the county of Cumbria and none of our children get to go to dancing classes or anything like that. For them to have the opportunity to perform on a stage like this is a tremendous boost for them. It’s really raised their self-esteem and their own belief in themselves. I believe Rock Challenge is the best motivator available to our students and has actually raised standards in our school.” Mike Kidd, Westfield School, Cumbria

“Rock Challenge is obviously about the ‘natural high’ and team building elements. For us it’s also about being a part of something that’s mainstream. As a school that caters for special needs like us it’s about being out there, being part of a normal competition with normal rules and absolutely no bending of the rules just because of who we are. To have that chance means a lot to the children.” Nic Jones, Rachel Maddocks School, Hampshire

“Rock Challenge gives students the ability to get hooked on school because it offers such a creative way for kids to show off their talents. When we run rehearsals the students are in school more, attending lessons more, telling teachers to come out and support them. A lot of our students that may have behavioural difficulties are finding that they can learn from 6th form mentors how to behave in school and through extracurricular activities.” Krista Davis, Netherhall School, Cumbria

“The benefits so outweigh the effort that you put in. The sense of self worth and achievement that the young people got was amazing. Seeing them onstage was one of those moments when you go all goose-pimpley because it was such a proud moment to see them achieving things that they didn’t think was possible.” Liz Hubbuck, Wessex Dance Youth Division entry coordinator, Hampshire

 

Kids:

 

“The best part for me is all the fun you have throughout the day, getting to watch other people rehearse and everyone who works for Rock Challenge having fun with you all day. It’s really good.” James, Lytchett Minster School, Dorset

“The atmosphere is just absolutely buzzing and I just love the sense of being part of a team. I just love it.” Stacey, Kings Langley School, Hertfordshire

“It’s the whole atmosphere at the event. I just love it. The excitement that you feel leading up to it is brilliant and it’s always different every year you come back.” Rosie, Sandown High School, Isle of Wight

“Rock Challenge breaks down a lot of barriers. Sometime being a guy who dances can fall into a certain stereotype but there is none of that here. When we go back to school and show the teachers the DVDs we are applauded for it when they can see for themselves the talent that we have.” Matt, Ravens Wood School, Kent

“We had 17 boys in our performance this year which is fantastic. I think it’s brilliant because your confidence grows and you become much closer. You get a solid support group which is sometimes hard for boys to establish.” Hugh, Brynmawr School, Wales

“People from different age groups get to mix with each other and you get closer to people that you didn’t really know before. There is so much teamwork: everyone helps each other out. It’s not about the individual, it’s what you can do as a team.” Tykisha, Queen Elizabeth Girls' School, London

“Working alongside professionals gives you a real boost and they are really friendly: it doesn’t matter if you get things wrong. They create a fun and positive learning environment. It gives you so much encouragement.” Archie, Longcroft School - A Performing Arts College, Beverly

“I’ve been involved for five years now. I first got involved in my first year of school which gave me a great chance to meet lots of new people. I keep coming back to do the Rock Challenge because I love the rehearsals. It’s a great way to get fit and then to keep your fitness levels up and now because I’m in year 13 we don’t get to do as much physical activity on the curriculum so it’s a fantastic way to stay healthy and we love the buzz!” Leanne, Brynmawr School, Wales

 

Sponsors:

 

“The thing that really touches me most is the support that every individual in every team gives to the other schools when they are performing and the friendships that are forged between students from different schools. You just don’t see that anywhere else. A real highlight for me was one little girl who was asked a question by the presenter during the live show and she went completely off script and said ‘I’ve forgotten what I was supposed to say but I just want to say I’m so proud of myself and if anybody had ever told me that I’d do this I’d have told them they were mad but look, I’ve done it!’ and that, to me, sums up Rock Challenge.” – Jan Clarke, Be Your Best Foundation Director & Cumbria Healthy Schools Co-ordinator

“Rock Challenge creates a compelling learning experience that schools and youth settings can use to develop skills around communication, budgeting, art, dance, drama, PSHE and citizenship. The Youth Division in particular provides an excellent diversionary activity and creates opportunities for young people to change their lives – for some it will be the first time they have excelled at anything.” – Glyn Wright, County Inspector/Advisor Personal Development Learning

“My feeling is that this is possibly the best drug prevention concept that we have seen in the world to date. There are so many elements contained in this concept that experts around the world refer to so often that at least I, in my 25 years of experience, have not come across anything that matches it.” Hans Emblad, Former Director, Substance Abuse Program, World Health Organisation

 

